
Table A-33.  Full-time graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields in doctorate-

granting institutions, by detailed field and primary mechanism of support: 1999

Trainee- Research Teaching Other types
Field Total Fellowships ships assistant- assistant- of support

ships ships

...........................................Total, all surveyed fields 309,466 29,545 14,163 88,891 64,241 112,626

...................Total, science and engineering fields 265,867 26,910 9,352 83,933 61,302 84,370

..................................................Sciences, total 199,784 20,896 8,589 55,470 50,747 64,082

.................................Physical sciences, total 26,159 2,174 381 11,162 10,707 1,735
...................................................Astronomy 808 118 14 416 217 43

....................................................Chemistry 15,615 1,211 258 6,359 6,911 876
........................................................Physics 9,556 842 109 4,310 3,568 727

.............................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 180 3 0 77 11 89

..................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 10,057 924 107 4,142 2,481 2,403
.................................Atmospheric sciences 791 42 1 548 98 102

...............................................Geosciences 5,094 561 35 1,758 1,784 956
.............................................Oceanography 2,081 180 11 1,198 200 492

..............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 2,091 141 60 638 399 853

..................................Mathematical sciences 11,175 1,022 106 1,209 6,561 2,277

.......................................Computer sciences 20,186 974 198 4,732 4,214 10,068

.....................................Agricultural sciences 8,668 428 74 5,029 1,114 2,023

..............................Biological sciences, total  45,442 5,785 5,271 18,203 8,242 7,941
......................................................Anatomy 871 147 107 280 141 196

................................................Biochemistry 4,797 674 684 2,467 538 434
........................................................Biology 8,565 896 428 2,255 3,487 1,499

................................Biometry/epidemiology 2,604 229 314 679 156 1,226
...................................................Biophysics 681 120 178 268 56 59

.........................................................Botany 1,949 165 60 954 554 216
..................................................Cell biology 4,009 749 816 1,781 389 274

.......................................................Ecology 1,220 192 30 423 420 155
.............................Entomology/parasitology 971 57 13 615 140 146

......................................................Genetics 1,620 254 282 776 101 207
..............Microbio., immunology, & virology 4,542 695 720 2,113 460 554

.......................................................Nutrition 2,986 123 96 1,297 449 1,021
....................................................Pathology 1,351 213 132 531 50 425

.............................................Pharmacology 2,551 384 611 1,133 160 263
...................................................Physiology 1,876 199 230 705 155 587

.......................................................Zoology 1,378 148 22 423 665 120
......................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 3,471 540 548 1,503 321 559

....................................................Psychology 28,615 2,366 937 4,242 5,647 15,423

....................................Social sciences, total 49,482 7,223 1,515 6,751 11,781 22,212
................................Agricultural economics 1,686 94 17 889 218 468

..................Anthropology (cultural & social) 5,611 1,254 78 523 1,357 2,399
..................Economics (except agricultural) 8,108 1,401 195 973 2,664 2,875

..................................................Geography 2,582 172 26 599 955 830
...................................................Linguistics 2,107 338 72 184 664 849

...........................................Political science 14,752 2,247 756 1,436 2,621 7,692
.....................................................Sociology 5,862 895 207 934 2,105 1,721

...............................Sociology/anthropology 514 33 2 103 181 195
...................................Social sciences, n.e.c 8,260 789 162 1,110 1,016 5,183

..............................................Engineering, total 66,083 6,014 763 28,463 10,555 20,288
...................................Aerospace engineering 2,623 290 19 1,224 336 754
..................................Agricultural engineering 767 80 13 449 66 159
...................................Biomedical engineering 2,708 609 172 1,106 294 527

.....................................Chemical engineering 5,547 834 65 2,922 958 768
.............................................Civil engineering 10,857 833 191 4,083 1,763 3,987

......................................Electrical engineering 19,561 1,359 76 8,328 3,333 6,465
........................................Engineering science 1,027 127 10 494 144 252

..........................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 5,145 242 22 1,400 878 2,603
..................................Mechanical engineering 10,157 870 142 4,588 1,921 2,636

............................Metallurgical/materials eng. 3,510 337 28 2,258 368 519
........................................Nuclear engineering 641 77 23 389 62 90

..........................................Engineering, n.e.c. 3,540 356 2 1,222 432 1,528

................................................Total, health fields 43,599 2,635 4,811 4,958 2,939 28,256
.......................................................Clinical fields 2,568 247 555 447 30 1,289

..................................................Dental sciences 1,161 103 87 51 186 734
...............................................................Nursing 8,065 353 2,125 447 355 4,785

....................................Pharmaceutical sciences 2,521 194 93 810 718 706
..................Preventive medicine/community hlth 6,770 394 550 756 208 4,862

...............................Speech pathology/audiology 7,791 277 459 708 744 5,603
............................................Veterinary sciences 957 68 30 407 64 388

...............................................Other health fields 13,766 999 912 1,332 634 9,889

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in 
Science and Engineering


